'TWO SPANISH PLAYS'

Excellent Showing By |
Repertory Actors

THE Brishane Repertory Theatrs
Boclety started ite 1934 season at
the Theatre Royal on Thursday night
with iwo two-not Bplnl:hg]-;l—." ifs
tn o Famous Man" by G. M. Blerra,
and “Dona Clarines,” by 5 and J, |
Alversz Quinters, These comedies,
translated by Helen and Harley Ciran-
ville-Barker, nre to be repeated to-
night, and it can be safely said that' |
If the Raperiory people conlinue Lo
put on plays as clever and well pro-

duced ms these two they can play
searons Lo full houses and not just odd |
nights,
"WIFE TO A FAMOUS MAN"
THE CAST.
Benora Andrea ........... Pearl Poliard
CArmen ............ Babeite Fergusson
Lald ouenivnns e
The Bahy

Senor Ramon
[

The story here (s slmple, the eharm
of the play lving in its realness, shrewd
choracterisation, and its verve. The:
scamplsh husband of & Spanish jaun-
drywoman becomes an aviator, wins

a hig air rn.cln. ‘n'l“’h Is ldn‘nlafa?l by
wealthy ople. & yo ellow's
head (n E turned Lhnt.uni'.rln his

favourite eodfish stew loses |ta ll.'rn'l.lr.i
The bed sheets nre too comrss and the
honda of the wife who has supported
him for ten yearm are too rough. A |
beautiful nrar- slnger la more to his
taste and for her he leaves his wife.
It 18 in keeping with his character
that he gets back to his wife in tha
end by a childleh ruse. The honours
throughout go to the wife- Bhe doea
nol take the aviator's vain pranks ly-
Ing down and makes no tearful ap-
|pealn, Bhe dominates every scene and
sdds 8 touch of pungency to domestic
Aituatlona that Ieave the hushand
floundering. Te her husband's asser-|
tion that he I8 master in his own
home ehe replies, “ The one who (s In
the right ls master hers.” That la
the keynota aof the play.

Duleie Beott as the wife gives n re-
markab fine performance., She
catchan the spirit of It from the Fieat
and adds a tourh of shrewdness that
makes her laundrywife exactly whal
the author must have Intend This
s Indicated by the epilogue which
draws the moral and dedicates the
ilitle play to the working women of
Madrid. In her de:!vnz
logue Duleia Scott gl the Inurels
she has already won by her apprecis-
(| Hwve playing of the leading role. Leo

of thia epl-

.| wife Doreen Hooper i too

| really Bpanial

| tures the play.
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and if hls playing seems a little pale
at times It s only because he s out-
shone by  the brilllance of Dulele
Bcolt, slle Fubba is *“on'" almost
throughout the play. As the lazy syeo-
phantie father n»f the laundrywifo
chiefly concernad with pesce in the
home for his own comfort he adds to
tha reality of the play. As the lovely
s#inger for whom the avinlor leaves his
atiff. Burely
the muthor intended the aviator to
=uffer some disillusionment whep he
learns that the lovely lady s a womnn
of the peaple who has scrubbed floors
ani gone bungry (o bad, Of the minor
charactars the three children of the

‘taviatar, Celesta Guyatt, Betty Ward,

!and Allan Carson  show themselves

happily devold of any stage consclous-
ness, while Babatie Ferguson although
#he ls fiot givem much to say lonks
and enllvens the human
hackground with her anlmation and
riny of expresszion.

“DONA CLARINES™

THE CAST.

TR oiciicnsannriancannsna, Edilh Rawet]
Don Bastlle | ... cocinnivns Jum Peadleton
Benor LAIRR ..iisssnssrscois Waller Blaks
Marceln ., ....... Baryl Telford
L T R wen Camphbell
Dana Clarines . Borhars oy
Migiel ... .., oo dlm Felgate

is play 1s ns slight in plot as the
first wne, but loses nothing because of
that. Don Basilio having gambled and

drunk away his own fortune is trylng to
have his sister declared insane so that
he may get hold of her money, Bul Don
Basilio s not o sinister figure: he wriles
atroclous verse and is concerned nol so
much with big stales ns with getting
aufficient money to allow him to carry on
hiz willage tippling.  Jum Pendleton s
well in character throughout snd |n one
brief scene where he reads and then ex-
lniny his “poetry™ to his friend, he cap-
An excellent plece of
work, this. But Miss Barbara Sisley,
deapite & slight uncertainly in some of
her lines, ecerries the play, Her Donna
Clatlnes 15 a regal figure, of great calm-
ness, definite purpose, and sound com-
monsense,  Such honesty ond straight-
forwardness quite understandably lead
those around 11::- to say she I8 mad The
love interest is carried by Bervl Telford
und Jim Felgate, the Iatter playing the
art of the son of the man wha earlier
ke the Donna Clarines' heart. o
dominant but oddly levable old lady
provides a happv ending by (orgeting.
although she declares she will never for-
ive, the injury done to her,  Walter
lake has muﬂd part &8s the doclor,
Lujan, hut v does he make the medi-
eal specialist first appear ke & dull and
rusty gamcheeper? This s not in keep-
ing with the philosuphy he expoun
Jim Fel-ate lncks elasticity s tha young
lover, although his rather stolid manmmer
adds to the honesty that s part of the

character. Of the minor plavers Edith
Rowett gquavers and elucks admivably us
the ald housekeeper, Tata, while Gwen
Comphbell's half-wit housemaid, Darla, i
b bright spol in an excellont Vitle play

Under the vonductorship of Erich nhn|
a slzeakle orchestra enlivens the intervals
with well chosen and happily executed |
Spanish airs

——

| Guyatt ia the aviator hushand, He ©
|looks the part and puts m lot into it

and if hls playing seems a little pale
at times It s only because he s out-
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